Previous research suggests, though by no means consistently, that schizophrenic patients may be less able than normals to predict the speech ofother people, and that schizophrenic speech is less predictable than normal speech. The present experiment tests these two suggestions and also a third possibility, that the difference between schizophrenic and normal speech is less marked for schizophrenics asked to make the predictions than for normals. Twelve schizo phrenic patients recently admitted to hospital, and twelve comparable, psychiatrically normal, orthopaedic patients, were asked to predict both schizophrenic and normal speech, using Cloze Procedure, under both fourth-word and fifth-word deletion. The first hypothesis was upheld, but the second and third received only very limited support. The findings are discussed in the light of previous work, and suggestions are made for future research.
though the diffenmce was less marked in the first half of the 200 word passages than in the second. Silverman (1972) confirmed that the speech of â€˜¿ actively schizophrenic' patients was less predictable than that of a control group of â€˜¿ other' patients, but Cheek and Amarel (i 968) other published study, Hart and Payne (1973) found that the speech of â€˜¿ overinclusive' psychia tric patients was less predictable than that of â€˜¿ non-overinclusive'patients, but it is important to note that both groups included non-schizo.. phrenic as well as schizophrenic patients.
Cloze Procedure can, of course, be used to examine the decoding as well as encoding of language, and a few writers have used it to investigate the ability of schizophrenics to
INTRODUCTION
Although the unusual quality of the speech of some schizophrenic patients has long been recognized, only recently have attempts been made to identify specific properties of schizo phrertlc speech objectively and to examine them experimentally. One particularly interesting development, encouraged by the introduction of Cloze Procedure (Taylor, 1953) , has been research into the predictability of schizophrenic speech. In Cloze Procedure, an uninterrupted passage from each speaker is first recorded, and a transcript is prepared in which abbreviations are expanded into their full form, and only â€˜¿ ers' and â€˜¿ urns', stutters, and punctuation are omitted. Every fifth word is then deleted and replaced with a blank, and subjects are asked to guess each missing word. The proportion of blanks correctly filled, the Cloze Score, is calculated, and may be taken as an index of predictability : the higher the score, the more predictable the passage. The predictability of schizophrenic speech was first investigated with Cloze Procedure by Salzinger, Portnoy and Feldman (1964) Although it is clear that no firm conclusions can be drawn about either the predictability of schizophrenic speech or the ability of schizo phrenics to predict language, the following hypotheses may be put forward:
(â€¢I) Schizophrenic subjects are less able than normal subjects to predict language.
(2) Schizophrenic material is less predictable than normal material. (3) There will be an interaction between subject groups and material such that the difference between materials will be less marked for schizophrenic than normal subjects. The purpose of the present experiment is to test these three hypotheses using Cloze Procedure.
Within one design, schizophrenic and normal subjects will be asked to predict schizophrenic and normal material under both fourth-word and fifth-word deletion. although the difference between schizophrenic and normal subjects was consistent across all four combinations of material and deletion pattern, the main effect of Material was due almost entirely to the high scores of normal subjects for normal material under fourth-word deletion, and was not reflected in the other three combinations of subject groups and deletion pattern. Tables III and IV give the results for the Modified Cloze Scores, and Fig. 3 Scores only, and then was attributable almost wholly to the high scores of normal subjects on normal material under fourth-word deletion;
METHOD

Material
Uninterrupted
and, although the difference between materials was greater for normal than for schizophrenic subjects under fourth-word deletion there was no difference under fifth-word deletion or over all for the two deletion conditions combined. These findings are at variance with those of Salzinger, Portnoy and Feldman (1964) and Silverman (1972) were, indeed, less well predicted than the first hundred by both schizophrenic and normal subjects, excactly the same was true of the normal passages.
The present experiment has produced several suggestions for future research, and some of these have already been noted. However, a final word of caution is necessary.
Although Cloze
Procedure has been used in this and previous experiments to test hypotheses specifically about speech, the technique requires, para doxically, that what was originally spoken material should be transcribed, amended in certain ways, mutilated, and presented in written form. The relevance of data collected in this way to hypotheses about speech may be questioned, and improved methodologies should be sought. In particular, the possibility of presenting the material by tape-recorder in its spoken form, but with regular deletions, should be explored.
